MAINE. . 35

each town having y-six th d two hundred and fifty mhabs
tants may elect seven ; but no town shall ever be entitled to more than
seven representatives; and towns and pl i duly ized, not
having fifieen hundred inhabitants, shall be classed, as conveniently as
may be, into districts, containing that number, and so as not to divide
towns ; and each such district may elect one representative ; and when
on this apportion the ber of rep ives shall be two hun-
dred, a difierent apportionment shall take place upon the above princi-
ple ; and, in case the fifteen hundred shall be too large or too small to
apportion all the representatives to any county, it shall be so increased
or diminished as to give the number of representatives according to the
above rule and proportion ; and whenever any town or towns, plantation
or plantations, not entitled to elect % representative, shall determine
against a classification with any other town or plantation, the legisla-
ture may, at each apportionment of repr ives, on the application of
such town or plantation, authorize it to elect a representative for such
portion of time, and such periods, as shall be equal to its portion of re-
presentation, and the right of rep ion, so established, shall not be
altered until the next general apportionment.

4. No person shall be a member of the house of representatives, un-
less he shall, at the commencement of the period for which he is elected
have been five years a citizen of the United States ; having arrived at the
age of twenty-one years; have been a resident in this state one year, or
from the adoption of this constitution ; and, for the three months next
preceding the time of his election, shall have been, and during the period
for which he is elected, shall continue to be, a resident in the town or
district which he represents.

5. The meetings for the choice of representatives shall be warned,
in due course of law, by the selectmen of the several towns, seven days,
at least, before the election ; and the selectmen thereof shall preside im-
partially at such meetings, receive the votes of all the qualified electors
present, sort, count, and declare them, in open town meeting, and in the
presence of the town clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted for,
with the number of votes for each person against his name, shall make
a fair record thereof in the p of the sel and in open town
meeting ; and a fair copy of this list shall be attested by the selectmen
and town clerk, and delivered by said selectmen to each representative
within ten days next after such election. And the towns and planta-
tions, organized by law, belonging to any class herein provided, shall
held their meetings at the same time in the respective towns and plan.
tations; and the town and plantation meetings in such towns and plan-
tations, shall be notified, held, and regulated, the votes received, sorted,
counted, and declared, in the same manner. -And the assessors and
tlerks of plantations shall have all the powers, and be subject to all the
duties, which mlectme% and town clerks have, and are subject to, by
this constitution. And the selectmen of such towns, and the assessors of
such plantations so classed, shall, within four days next after such meet-
ing, meet at some place, to be prescribed and notified by the selectmen
or assessors of the eldest town or plantation in such class, and the
copies of said lists shall be then examined and compared ; and, in case
any person shall be elected by a majority of all the votes, the selectmen
or assessors shall deliver the certified copies of such lists to the person




